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2. The allowed claim(s) is/are f-25 . 

3. ^ The drawings filed on 17 February 2004 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (0. 
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1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Examiner's Amendment 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or additions be 
unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure 
consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given by Mr. William P. O'Meara during a 
telephone interview on June 13, 2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

The abstract: Replace the term "comprises" (line 1) with the term - includes -. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-25 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: The prior art 
of record, taken alone or in combination, fails to disclose or render obvious, determining in response to said 
sensor reading having not changed if said sensor reading is stable, incrementing a reading change counter 
and setting a stable reading counter to zero in response to the present sensor reading not equaling an 
immediately previous sensor reading, in combination with the rest of the limitations of the claims. 

With respect to claims 1,16, and 24 Holmes et al. (US 2002/0190858) teach a method, computer, 
and system comprising: determining if a sensor reading has changed (Paragraph 0056); and determining if 
sensor reading being stable (Paragraph 0097). 
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However, Holmes does not teach at least a method, computer, and system comprising: reporting, 
in response to said sensor reading toggling, a bouncing sensor-state error; and reporting, in response to 
said sensor reading being different from a most-recent stable sensor reading, a sensor state change. 

With respect to claims 1, 16, and 24 Wallace, Jr. et al. (6,806,729) teach a method, computer, and 
system comprising: reporting, in response to said sensor reading toggling, a bouncing sensor-state error 
(Abstract: Lines 8-9). 

However, Wallace does not teach at least a method, computer, and system comprising: 
determining, in response to said sensor reading having not changed, if said sensor reading is stable; and 
reporting, in response to said sensor reading being different from a most-recent stable sensor reading, a 
sensor state change. 

With respect to claims 10 and 25 Holmes et al. (US 2002/0190858) teach a method and system 
comprising: retrieving a present sensor reading; and incrementing said stable reading counter in response 
to the present sensor reading (Paragraph 0045). 

However, Holmes does not teach at least a method and system comprising: incrementing a 
reading change counter and setting a stable reading counter to zero in response to the present sensor 
reading not equaling an immediately previous sensor reading; and reporting a sensor reading bouncing 
error and resetting the reading change counter to zero in response to the reading change counter being 
greater than or equal to a reading change tolerance. 

Claims 2-9,11-15, and 1 7-23 are allowed due to their dependency on claims 1 , 1 0, and 1 6. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the payment of 
the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. Such 
submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be 
directed to Cindy D. Khuu whose telephone number is (571) 272-8585. The examiner can normally be 
reached on M-F, 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, John 
Barlow can be reached on (571) 272-2269. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





/John Barlow 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 2800 



